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BNP Parisbas announces a 1 M€ gift to IHES and is the first to contribute to 
the Director’s Chair 
 
BNP Parisbas wanted to support the French science by choosing to become one of the first 
donors of the third fundraising campaign at IHES. « With 7 Fields medalists among the 10 
permanent professors that joined IHES since its foundation, the Institute attracts some of the 
most renowned researchers in the world. For a big group such as BNP Parisbas, which applies 
advanced mathematics day in and day out in order to manage its risks and the ones of its 
clients, it is important to support this scientific excellence » said Jean-Laurent Bonnafé, the BNP 
Parisbas CEO. 
 
This gift to the IHES endowment will reinforce its independence, an essential point to allow the 
success of the institute as a central player in academic research. Marwan Lahoud, the IHES 
President, explains that « The director plays a key role, since he is in charge at the same time of 
the scientific strategy, of managing the institute and of animating its international development » 
. « It is of fundamental importance to secure the funding of this role, essential to the future of 
IHES through a specific fund, and I thank BNP Parisbas for being its first contributor. » 
 
While IHES gets ready to launch a third international fundraising campaign, the engagement of 
BNP Parisbas once again proves the importance of IHES scientific mission for French companies. 
« The latter contributed to the 30% of the last IHES fundraising campaign. We want to 
reinforce their participation to the Institute’s ambitious projects and to the importance of our 
research » highlights Emmanuel Ullmo, the IHES Director. 
 
Jean-Laurent Bonnafé joins the Support Committee of IHES whose presidents are Philippe 
Camus and André Lévy-Lang. 
	
	
About BNP Paribas 
BNP Paribas is a leading bank in Europe with an international reach. It has a presence in 74 countries, with more than 
189,000 employees, including more than 146,000 in Europe. The Group has key positions in its three main activities: 
Domestic Markets and International Financial Services (whose retail-banking networks and financial services are covered 
by Retail Banking & Services) and Corporate & Institutional Banking, which serves two client franchises: corporate clients 
and institutional investors. The Group helps all its clients (individuals, community associations, entrepreneurs, SMEs, 
corporates and institutional clients) to realise their projects through solutions spanning financing, investment, savings and 
protection insurance. In Europe, the Group has four domestic markets (Belgium, France, Italy and Luxembourg) and 
BNP Paribas Personal Finance is the leader in consumer lending. BNP Paribas is rolling out its integrated retail-banking 
model in Mediterranean countries, in Turkey, in Eastern Europe and a large network in the western part of the United 
States. In its Corporate & Institutional Banking and International Financial Services activities, BNP Paribas also enjoys top 
positions in Europe, a strong presence in the Americas as well as a solid and fast-growing business in Asia-Pacific. 
 
About IHES 
IHES is a private research centre dedicated to mathematics, theoreticalphysics and related topics. The Institute has a 
limited number of permanent professors,mathematicians and theoretical physicists, and every year it welcomes about 200 
visitors from all over the world. Research freedom, independence and interdisciplinarity are IHES core values.  
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