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Richard Canary is an 
organizer and Simons Visiting 
Professor in this semester’s 
Geometry and Dynamics for 
Discrete Subgroups of Higher 
Rank Lie Groups  program.

Dick received his Ph.D. in 
1989 from Princeton 
University under the direction 
of William Thurston. After 
spending two years as a Gábor 

SzegC Assistant Professor of Mathematics at Stanford University, 
he joined the University of Michigan in 1991, where he has 
remained ever since. 

Through his scholarship and mentorship, Dick has had a profound 
impact on the .eld of geometry and topology. He has supervised 14 
Ph.D. students, mentored 23 postdoctoral scholars, and guided 
many junior faculty members. His research has been recognized 
with a Sloan Research Fellowship, two Simons Fellowships, election 
as a Fellow of the American Mathematical Society, and an 
invitation to speak at the 2026 International Congress of 
Mathematicians.

For the .rst 25 years of his career, Dick’s research focused on 
hyperbolic 3-manifolds. During this period, he made fundamental 
contributions toward the resolution of the tameness conjecture and 
the ending lamination conjecture, two central problems in the .eld. 
One of these contributions occurred here at SLMath  in 1995 during 

semester-long program on Complex Dynamics and Hyperbolic 
Geometry, where he and J. W. Anderson discovered striking new 
phenomena in deformation spaces of hyperbolic structures. As part 
of his master’s work, Dick co-authored the highly inzuential 
expository text Notes on Notes of Thurston, which has helped shape 
the direction of the .eld and introduced generations of 
mathematicians to the Thurstonian viewpoint.

Over the past decade, Dick has expanded his research to higher 
Teichmüller theory, where he has helped clarify the structure of 
Hitchin representations and, more broadly, Anosov 
representations. A particularly signi.cant contribution was the 
development of pressure metrics for spaces of Anosov 
representations. 

In addition to his research contributions, Dick has written and 
circulated an extensive set of lecture notes on Anosov groups. 
These notes are already shaping the perspectives of the next 
generation of researchers in the .eld.

— Andrew Zimmer
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