Selecta Mathematica Sovietica 0272-9903/90/020137-17 $1.50 + 0.20/0
Vol. 9, No. 2 (1990) © 1990 Birkhduser Verlag, Basel

Algebras of Intermediate Growth*

A. A. Kirillov, M. L. Kontsevich, and A. 1. Molev

We investigate finitely generated associative algebras and Lie algebras in which
the dimension of the nth term of the natural filtration grows faster than any
polynomial in n but more slowly than any exponential term ¢”. As examples, we
consider associative and Lie algebras generated by two general vector fields on
the real line.

Part 1. Preliminary investigations

1.1. Let 4 be an infinite-dimensional algebra over a field K. We suppose that
A is finitely generated and denote by 4, the space of those elements that may be
written in the form of a polynomial (of degree at most n) of generators.
Henceforth, 4 will be either an associative algebra with a unit or a Lie algebra.
In the former case, we will set 4, = K, and in the latter case, 4, = {0}.

The essential feature of A4 is that the sequence a, = dim 4, is an increasing
sequence. The numbers a, grow polynomially for many important examples of
algebras, i.e., a, ~cn? as n — 0.

The number

is sometimes called the Gelfand—Kirillov dimension of the algebra 4 and denoted
by Dim A4 (cf. [9]). Simple verification shows that Dim A is independent of the
choice of the generators in 4 (unlike the coefficient C, which may vary).

* Originally published as Keldysh Inst. Prikl. Mat., USSR Academy of Sciences, preprint no. 39, 1983.
Translated by Robert H. Silverman.
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Examples. 1. An algebra of regular functions on an algebraic affine variety X.
In this case, Dim 4 =dim X and ¢ = (1/d!) deg X (cf. [7]).

2. The enveloping algebra U(®) of a finite-dimensional Lie algebra G. Here
Dim U(®) = dim 6.

3. The subalgebra generated by principal vectors corresponding to simple
roots in the contragredient Lie algebra (cf. [5]). In this case, Dim 4 =0, 1, or 0.

In recent years, interest has grown in algebras 4 for which Dim A is infinite.
The exterior Lie algebra with k generators and its enveloping algebra (which is
isomorphic to an exterior associative algebra with k generators or a tensor
algebra over a k-dimensional space) is an example of those algebras. In these
cases, the numbers a grow exponentially (in the case of a Lie algebra,
a, ~n~'k" in the case of an associative algebra, a, ~ k").

Algebras for which the numbers a, grow more slowly than any exponential
function c¢”, ¢ > 1, are of particular interest. We will call them algebras of
intermediate growth. (The concept of an algebra of subexponential growth was
introduced in a somewhat different setting; cf. [1].) The contragredient algebras
of infinite growth for which the asymptotic weight multiplicity has been re-
cently calculated [4] would appear to belong to this class (cf. Example 3
above).

1.2. Suppose that V = @F_, V* is a graded vector space over a field K. The
series

Py =3 (dim V5t (1)

is called the Poincaré series of the graded space V. This definition may be
generated naturally in two ways. First, we may consider V to be a space with
increasing filtration:

{0}=V_cVocV,c - cV,c---cV.

With such a space we may associate canonically the graded space
gV =@ ,gr*V where gr*V=V,/V,_,. By definition, we set
Py (1) = P, ,(1). Second, we may consider, semigraded spaces. With these spaces,
we may associate formal power series of n variables specified by Equation (1),
where k denotes the multi-index (k,,...,k,) € Z", t is the set of variables
(t,...,t,), and t* is the monomial ¢%1 . . . %

We now present certain (well-known) facts about Poincaré series.

The relations

PV.G)V2=PV|+PV2a PV,®V2=PV,'PV2 2

4

e

-
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are self-evident: from these, there immediately follow the equalities
Pryy = P%, Proy=(1—=Py)"! 3

where T(V) = @, T*(V) is a tensor algebra over V.

The relations between P, and Pg,, and between P, and P,y is more
complicated. Here S(V) = @ _, SX(V) is a symmetric algebra over V, and
A(V)= @D -, AX(V) is an exterior algebra over V. That is, if

Py(t) = Z a(k)tk, ln Ps(y) = Z b(k)tk, ln PA(V) =Z C(k)lk,
then
bk) =Y d~'a(k/d), c(k) =Y (—1)!"'d " a(k/d), 4
dlk dik
where the summation extends over all natural divisors d of the multi-index k. To
prove Equation (4), note that by virtue of the relations

S(Vi@®Vy) =S(,) ®S(Vs,), A(V,@V2) = A(V) Q@A)

the coefficients b(k) and c(k) depend linearly on the sequence {a(k)}; therefore it
is sufficient to check (4) in the case of a one-dimensional space V.
Equations (4) may be inverted and the coefficients a(k) expressed in terms of

b(k) or c(k). In the case of a symmetric algebra, the explicit formula has the
form

a(k) = b "—(j—) b(k/d). 5

1.3. The explicit form of the relation between the growth of the sequence a(n)
and the behavior of the sum of the series

f@ =% amre
nz0
in a neighborhood of ¢ =1 will also be useful to us. If a(n) grows polynomially
and if a(n) ~ cn? the function f(r) will be rational and will have a unique pole
of order d+1 at the point =1. At this point, the principal term of the
decomposition of fis equal to
c-d

(1 — t)d+l °

The next case (in terms of the order of growth) was investigated by Ramanu-
jan [8]. Here, if the sequence a(n) grows as /4= i.e.,

lim In a(n) _

n-o N

4, (6)
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where 0 <a <1, then at the point ¢ =1, f has an asymptote of the form
If/(1 — £)®. More precisely,

lim In f())(1 — ) = B, (N

where B =a/(1 —a) and B = (1 4 a)a®/( ~ 04 /0 -2,

In particular, if In a(n) ~ 4./n, then In f(£) ~ 14%/(—1).

It would be of interest to obtain more exact and more exhaustive information
about the correspondence between the growth of a(n) as n —» co and the growth
of f(t)yast—1.

That a(n) exhibits intermediate growth is equivalent to the assertion that f(¢)
possesses a circle of covergence of radius 1 and an essential singularity at the
point 1. The following assertion is a consequence of this fact.

Theorem 1. A Lie algebra ® of infinite growth has intermediate growth if and
only if its enveloping algebra U(®) possesses this property.

In fact, a natural filtration such that
gr U(®) = S(6)

may be defined in U(®). In the case of infinite growth, the sequences {a()} and
{b(n)} connected by Equations (4) and (5) satisfy, as may be easily verified, the
bounds:

a(n) < b(n) < const - a(n).

Therefore, the series P;(¢) and In Py, (¢) (that is, Py (f) as well) have the same
radius of convergence.

1.4.  One tool for the investigation of infinite-dimensional algebras is consider-
ation of the corresponding quotient rings. Let us suppose that an algebra 4
possesses a filtration {4, } such that the corresponding graded algebra gr A does
not contain any divisors of 0 and has intermediate growth. It turns out that in
this case 4 is an Ore algebra (cf. [3)), i.e., any two nonzero elements x and y in
A have a nonzero common right (and left) multiple.

In fact, let us consider the right ideals x4 and yA4 in A. If x and y do not have
a common right multiple, these two spaces will intersect only at 0. Therefore, if
xe€A,and y € 4, then x4, _, +yA,_, < A, and

a(n) Z2 a(n — k) +an — 1),
where a(n) = dim A4,. Hence, the lower bound

a(n) > c- 2n/max(k,l)
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is easily found, where ¢ > 0. This bound contradicts the claim that A4 is an
algebra with intermediate growth (and consequently lim In a(n)/In n = 0).

Thus, algebras of intermediate growth without zero divisors possess a quo-
tient ring. From Section 1.3, it follows that a Lie algebra of intermediate growth
is embedded in a Lie quotient ring (the quotient ring of the enveloping algebra).
The study of such quotient rings promises to be of great interest.

Part II. Lie algebra generated by two general vector fields on
the real line

2.1. Suppose that Vect R' denotes a Lie algebra of smooth vector fields on the
real line. We let L(x, y) denote the exterior Lie algebra with generators x and y.
Every pair of fields ¢, n € Vect R' specifies a homomorphism ¢, of L(x, y) into
Vect R' such that ¢, ,(x) + ¢, and ¢, () =n. Let I(£, n) be the kernel of this
homomorphism. We set I = n,,I(£, n). We will say that the fields &, and 5, are
in general position if I(&,, ) = 1. It may be verified that the fields £ = d/dr and
n =u(?) - d/dt are in general position if the functions u(?), u’(¢), u"(¢), ... are
algebraically independent.

Lemma 1. The ideal I coincides with the intersection of those ideals I(£, n) such
that &£ =d/dt and

N
n= Y cc.e'dldt.
k=1

In fact, any nonzero field ¢ may be locally reduced to the form d/dt by an
appropriate selection of coordinates. The field » may be approximated locally in
the C*-topology by fields of this form. The lemma is proved.

Our goal in the second part of the article is to investigate the algebra
A= L(x, y)/1.

The algebra L(x,y) is bigraded (by degrees relative to x and y):
L(x,y) = @, L(x, y)*'. It is clear that I is a homogeneous ideal relative to this
bigrading and, consequently,

I=@® I¥, A= A~
kI k,l
2.2. Let us fix an integer / > 0. The space L*'= @, L(x, y)*/ is generated by
monomials of the form

X = (ad x)“'ad y(ad x)* -1 - - - ad y(ad x)“1y, ®
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where (k) denotes the set k,, . . . , k; of nonnegative integers. We will denote the
sum k, + k, + -+ +k, by |(k)|.

Lemma 2. The linear combination Y - s ¢y X, belongs to I if and only if it
vanishes for any substitution of the form

1l
x —d/dt, y— Y aet'dld,

i=1

where a; and A, may be thought of as independent parameters.

Proof. The expression is a homogeneous polynomial function of degree /in y.
For this function to vanish identically, it is sufficient for it to be equal to 0 on
any /-dimensional subspace. Now we need only resort to Lemma 1. Lemma 2 is
proved.

By means of the standard transformation of a polynomial function of degree
! to a symmetric /-linear form (polarization), it may be proved that the premise
of Lemma 2 is equivalent to the assertion that the coefficient of a,a, - - - a;, in the
expression obtained after the substitution described above, vanishes. This co-
efficient may be calculated explicitly and has the form

Y. Y cuy Pi(62) - guy(oh) exp(t y ,1,-) djdt,

oes(l) (k) i=1
where
A= (Asqys - -+ 5 Aoiy)s
P/(A)=(4 _'12)(11 +}~2_}-3) e ()'I +o A —A4), 9%
GuoAd) = A0 G+ A)%2 - (i +- - + A~ (10)
Let Sym denote the natural projector in the space C[4,,...,4,] onto a
subspace of symmetric polynomials:
1
Symp(d) =4 3 p(od).
1- geS()
Now we define the mapping of the space L* into Sym C[4,, ..., 4,] by setting
(X ) = Sym pig(k). (1)

The preceding line of reasoning may be summarized as follows.
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Theorem 2. The kernel of the mapping » coincides with the space

I = é Ik
k=0
Thus, the mapping » specifies an isomorphism of the space A*/ = Pg_, U
onto some subspace of Sym C[4,, ..., 4,].
We denote this space by K. It is graded in a natural way by degree relative
to the set of variables 4,. Obviously, the resulting isomorphism between 2** and
K, is a homogeneous mapping of degree deg P =17 — 1.

2.3. Let us now study the structure of the space K,. We denote by J, the ideal
in C[4,, ..., 4,] generated by the /! polynomials

po.(2) =pi(ad), o eS().

Theorem 3. The following equality is satisfied:
Kl = Symp J[. (12)

Proof. By definition, X is the linear hull of polynomials of the form Sym p,q(k)
and, consequently, is embedded in Sym J,. To prove the converse embedding,
note that every element Sym J, has the form

Symy p,,U, =3 Symp,, U, =Y Symp,c~'U, e Symp,C[4, ..., 1]

It remains for us to prove that the linear hull of the polynomials g, coincides
with C[4,, ..., 4]. This is immediately evident if we introduce the change of
variables uy, = A, ;=4 +4,, ..., =4, +- -+ 4, since

‘I(k)('l) = ﬂlf' s lx‘f’-

Corollary. Suppose that q,, q,,...,q, is a basis in C[4,, ..., 4] as a module
over Sym C[4,, ..., 4,] (see [2]). The space K, is an ideal in Sym C[4,... 4]
generated by the elements of Sym p,q;, 1 <i <!

24. We let R, denote the radical of the ideal J,. From general theorem of
algebraic geometry (see [7]), it follows that R, is a homogeneous ideal, i.e.,
R, = @®_, R¥, and that for large enough k, we have R = J*
Our hypothesis is that
R, =/, Is (13)

4
i.e., that J, is a radical ideal.
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Let us investigate the ideal R,. Suppose that X, = p(C) is the common zero set
of the ideals R, and J,. This set may be described explicitly. That is, we denote
by E, the set of those points belonging to Z' which possess the following
properties.

(a) All coordinates take values from the set

(1,0, -1, =2, =3,.. .},

(b) the sum of the coordinates is less than 2.
The points E, will be called admissible I-sets. Every such set (4,,...,4,)

will also call admissible.

Theorem 4. The set X, with 1 > 2 consists of all the admissible points; moreover,
all these points have multiplicity 1.

Proof. First note certain extremely simple properties of admissible sets.

1. Every admissible set contains at least two units.

2. If two admissible sets are proportional, they are equal.

3. The number of admissible sets is equal to the number of monomials of
degree at most (/ — 2) in / variables, i.e.,

21 -2
(i3)

4. As regards the action of the group S(/) of permutations of coordinates, the
set E, may be decomposed into orbits, of which there are Y3 p( ), where p(n)
is the number of partitions of » into a sum of unordered nonnegative integral
terms.

The first two properties are self-evident. The last two follow from the
one-to-one correspondence between E, and the set of monomials of degree at
most / — 2 in / variables; i.e., with the set (£,, ..., &) we may associate the
monomial

P I Ry R

Let us now prove the theorem. We first analyze the case / = 2. The ideal J, is
generated by the single generator 4, — 4, = p,(1). The set E, consists of the single
point (1, 1). In this case, the assertion of the theorem is true and, moreover,
J,=R,.

Suppose that / > 2 and that & =(&£,, ..., &) is an admissible set. We must
verify that p,,(&) =0 for all ¢ € S(/) and that the differentials dp, (&) generate
the orthogonal complement of the vector &.
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If & =(8,0y ---,8,4_1) is an admissible (/ — 1)-set, then, by the inductive
hypothesis p,,(&) =0, since the first (/ —2) factors in p,, (cf. Equation (9))
when multiplied together yield p,. ,_,. But if this set is not admissible, the only
way this can be so is if condition (b) is not satisfied. However, this is possible
only if &,,) =1 and }!_, & =2. In this case the last factor in the product (9)
vanishes. That is, p, (&) = 0.

Now suppose that the vector y =(y,, ..., 7,) is orthogonal to all dp, (&). Let
us prove that it is proportional to & We first assume that &' =
(€oatys - - - » Eq_1y) is an admissible (/ — 1)-set for all ¢ € S(/). Then

dp, (&) =dp,; (&) - (Esqy + "+ E o1y — €.

while the last factor does not vanish, since &,,, + -+ E,q-1)22 and
&.qy < 1. By the inductive hypothesis, the vector y’ is proportional to &’. Thus,
the vectors y and & become proportional when any coordinate is discarded. If
/> 2, this is possible only if they are themselves proportional. In essence, this
line of reasoning proves the assertion required in the case in which the vector &
has at least two coordinates not equal to 1. (Discarding them in this case results
in admissible sets &’.) It remains for us to analyze the case in which all the
coordinates of & other than one coordinate are units, and the sum of the
coordinates is equal to 2. Suppose that &,,, =1. Then the set & is not
admissible. In this case,

Ape (8) = Por, 1\ (E'WdAgy + -~ * + dA gy _ 1y — dAyyy),

where the first cofactor is nonzero, as we will prove below. That is, the vector
7 possesses the property that y,,, =3/ _" 7,4, Hence, it follows that y and & are
proportional. It remains for us to verify that x, contains only admissible points.
Suppose that & € x,. Representing p,, in the form of the product of Do and
(Eoqy + "+ 8oy 1y — &4y, it is clear that either &’ is proportional to an
admissible set or the equality &,;) =Y 4. &, is satisfied. If / > 2, the latter
equality cannot hold true for all ¢ € S(/) if & # 0. Therefore, by replacing & by
a proportional vector we may assume that &” € E,_,. Let us consider the set ¢’
that is obtained by replacing one of the unit coordinates in &’ by the coordinate
€ouy- If the first case of the above alternative is satisfied, then ¢’ will be
proportional to an admissible set and will differ from & in only a single
coordinate. Hence, it follows that &’ is an admissible set, and therefore is
admissible in &. In the second case, the equality

1—1
1=kZl é”a(k) - l +6’a(l)

holds, whence & is likewise admissible. The theorem is proved.
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2.5. Let us introduce the bilinear form {,) in the space 4,=C[4,,...4,],
setting

<P,Q>=P(51,...3,)Q|,;l=...=,1,=0. (14)

Clearly, the subspaces 4% of homogeneous polynomials of degree k are pairwise
orthogonal relative to the form (14). The monomials ,1"/\/1;! form an ortho-
normalized basis in A}, where the multi-index k runs through all nonnegative
integer-valued vectors such that |k| = k, and k! denotes k,! k,! - - - k,!. This form
may also be specified by the equality

(P,Q) = LI PQ exp(—|A]*/2) d'a. (15)

An important property of this form is described by the following simple
assertion.

Lemma 3. The operator for multiplication by A; and the operator for differentia-
tion with respect to A; are adjoint.

Theorem 5. (a) The space J; orthogonal to J, consists of all polynomial solutions
q of the system of equations

(c) Pss0s...0)g =0, o €S,
(b) the space Rj- orthogonal to R, is generated by the monomials

4s.(A) = (4, &), k=0,1,2,...,6 €E, (16)

Proof. Since the spaces J; and R; are invariant under dilatations, it is
sufficient to verify the assertion of the theorem for homogeneous components of
A%. Assertion (a) follows at once from the definition of the ideal J, and
Equation (14). To verify assertion (b), note that the value of a homogeneous
polynomial ¢ of degree k at the point & may be written in the following form,
using Taylor’s formula:

—_ 1 k k __ 1
9(¢) = WZ:k o 00" = lk_|!<q’ Goi?-
The hypothesis (13) is consequently equivalent to the following assertion:

Every polynomial solution of the system (C,) is a linear combination of the
monomials (16).

If 1 =2, this assertion assumes the following form:

Every polynomial solution of the equation (0x — dy)q =0 is a polynomial in
(x + y). This is obviously true.

e G ——— -

— — e —

ALGEBRAS OF INTERMEDIATE GROWTH 147

If / =3, it is necessary to investigate the solutions of the system

) (0x — dy)(0x + dy — dz)qg =0,
@ {(fk — 0z)(0x + 0z — dy)q =0.

In this case, it may also be simply verified that all the solutions of degree k are
generated by the monomials

(x+y+25 x+ 5 (y + 25 (k +2)*
Theorem 6. The family of monomials (16) is linearly independent if k > 21 — 4.

An equivalent formulation is as follows:
If k 221 —4, any function on E, may be obtained by a restriction of a
homogeneous polynomial of degree k.

Proof. Since the function A,+---+ 4, is everwhere nonzero on E,, it is
sufficient to analyze the case k =2/ — 4. We will construct explicitly a polyno-
mial of degree 2/ — 4 that is nonzero only at a single (moreover, arbitrarily
specified) point & of the set E,. Without loss of generality, it may be assumed
that the coordinates of & are not increasing: &, 2 &, 2 - - - 2 &,. In particular,
&, =6,=1 (cf. Property 1, Section 2.4). Let us consider the following poly-
nomial of degree (/ —2):

PA =+ =AY Ah+h+4—-4) - (Ai++4 —4).

Lemma 4. The polynomial j is nonzero only at the points of the set E, such that
j’l = 12 = 1.

Proof. In the course of proving Theorem 4, we established that the last factor
of the polynomial p,, is equal to 0 only on those admissible sets that become
admissible when the coordinates 4, are discarded. That is, j is nonzero only on
those sets that remain admissible when 4,, 4,_, ... 4; are discarded. The only
admissible 2-set is (1, 1). The lemma is proved.

To complete the proof of the theorem, it remains for us to construct a
polynomial § of degree (/ — 2) that is equal to 0 at all points of E, of the form
(1,1, 65,...,6,), other than the point &, and is not equal to 0 at this point. We
will find it in the form

~ _ 11-13 Al_ll 1—2
o) =2 A,

where r is a polynomial of degree at most / —2 in (/ —2) variables. The
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conditions imposed on r may be stated in the following way. Suppose that Eis
a collection of nonnegative integer-valued /-sets such that }/_, 4; < /. Then the
restriction of r to E, may be nonzero at only a single fixed point. That this
condition is satisfied follows from the next assertion.

Lemma 5. The restriction of the space of homogeneous polynomials of degree |
in | variables to the set E, is an isomorphism of linear spaces.

To prove the assertion, note that all the derivatives of a polynomial of degree
at most / may be calculated successively in terms of its difference derivatives at
the point 0, while the latter may be expressed in terms of the values of the
polynomial on E,.

2.6. Now, using the results of Section 2.5 and hypothesis (13) from Section 2.4,

we may obtain an explicit formula for the dimension of the space A*".
Let p*(n) denote the number of partitions of n into an (unordered) sum of k
positive integral terms. We set

P = %, p) and pn) = T pH).
Then

dim U~ = py(k +1—1) + pk +1—1) — ptk + 1 —1). (17)

From Theorems 2 and 3, it follows that the desired dimension is equal to
dim Sym J¥+/~'. If hypothesis (13) is valid, it will be equal to

dim Sym Rf+/~1.

Note that the space Sym “C[4,, . . ., 4.] of homogeneous symmetric polynomi-
als of degree k in [ variables has dimension p,(k). By Theorem 6, in this space
the codimension R%, with k = 2/ — 4, is equal to the number of orbits of the
group S(/) in E,, i.e.,

1—2
Zop(m).
Thus, the quantity we wish to find assumes the form
1-2
pelk +1=1)— 3 plm).

Now we use the simple combinatorial identity

p(n) = pu(n — k). (18)
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whence it follows that when k = /,

pk+l-D=pk+I-1)= Y ptk+I-1)

jzk+

-2

=Y pl+k—j—1)= Y pim),
Jjzkw m=0

sipce p,-({z) = p(n) when j > n. Moreover, Equation (17) is proved when k > I.

Since neither side of the equality is altered if k and / are interchanged, the

formula has been proved completely.

Let us calculate the generating function f;(x,y) of the binary sequence
ak,,_ = dim Q[k’l.

From the identity (18), it may easily be proved that

0

kgop"(n)x"y" = ,H (1—xyh~1, (19)
n=0 =!

The right-hand side of (17) may be represented in the form

k+1-1

'gopj(k+l—l)+.iopf(k+l—l)— Y Pl+1-1).

Multiplying this expression by x*y’ and summing over k and /, we arrive at the
series

;p}(n) .pj.n(x’ y)a

where

P, )= Y x0+ Y xH— Y xky!

k=/820 k201l2j k20120
k+i=n+1 kti=n+1 k+i=m+1
n+2—jy,j Jyn+2—j
= kyn+1—k nvtoi,0 % y —xy
= Y xb Y x Iyl = :
dsxsn+1 0</<j X =y

Hence

Fulx, 3) =— (xzn(l—k'y)-'—yzn(l—xy')-'). (20)

X =y 120

Suppose that a, =Y, ,-,a, . The function ¢y(f) =) a,t” may be obtained
from fy(x,y) if we set x =y =1.
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Finding the values of the indeterminate form in Equation (20) by means of
L’Hépital’s rule, we obtain

2 2
ou(t) = 3/ox| —— - —7
[TA+xy) [IA-x")
20 iz0 x—y=t
lxl—ly yl
2 2
_2x+x 1§01—x1y_y I;OI—xyl
[T —xy) [T (1—xy)
IEY) 120 x=y=t

=_’_(2+ y (1—2)111').
[T - =28

nz1

We set
PO =3 p=11 0-"""
nz0 b=1
Then
-1 2% .
=20y 205y
1211'—t t 12:
12

Substituting this in the expression obtained above, we arrive at the equality
Qu(t) = 2P'(t) + 2tP(t) — 2PN 2(1) 21
where
2(t) = z; = ; d(n)t",
jiz1
and d(n) denotes the number of divisors of n. We finally have

n—1

a,=n+Dpn—1)—-2 z_: d(k)p(n — k — 1), (22)

or

n—1

a,=2p(n—1)+ ¥ [o(k) —2d(k)]p(n —k — 1), (23)

thatis,a, = 2p(n — 1) — p(n — 2) — p(n — 3) + p(n — 5) + 2p(n —
6) +4p(n —7) +4p(n — 8) . . ., where a(k) is the sum of the divisors of k, and
d(k) is the number of divisors of k.

N
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Using Ramanujan’s formula [8], we obtain the asymptotic expression

a, ~ 4—% exp(n./2n/3). (24)

Without using the hypothesis (13), only the following weaker assertion may

" 3

Part IIIl. Associative algebra generated by two general vector fields
on the real line

3.1. Suppose that ¢ and 5 are two vector fields from the space Vect R! that are
in general position (cf. Section 2.1).

We are interested in the dimension of the homogeneous components of the
space u = A(x, y)/I({, n), where A(x, y) is a free associative algebra with genera-
tors x and y and I(£, n) is the kernel of a homomorphism of A(x, y) into the
algebra of differential operators on the real line: x = ¢, y - 1.

The space u is bigraded by the degrees of x and y, and = @, u*". Our
problem is to find the dimension of the space u*’.

We introduce the notation C[x,,...,x;] to denote the space of homo-
geneous polynomials in the variables x,,...,x, of degree k, where
C.ilxi, ..., x] is the space of polynomials of degree at most k.

In the case / =1, the dimension of the space u*/ may be easily calculated
directly. We therefore set / > 2.

In the same way as Section 2.2, it may be proved that the dimension of pu*/
coincides with the dimension of the space Sym(p(x, d)C,[x,d]), where
x=(x;,...,x)and d = d/dt,

px,d) = (x, +d)(x, + x, + d) e+ x, +d),

it may be assumed that 4 is an independent variable) and the projector Sym acts
only on the variables x,, ..., x,.
For the sake of convenience in further calculations, we may set d = 1, and let

14 =Sym(p(x)Cci[x]), T =Sym(p(x)Cclx]),  p(x) =p(x, 1).

Using the methods developed in Theorems 4, 5, and 6 of Part 2, and applying
them to the study of the ideal /*/, we may obtain the following bound on the
dimension of the space I*

r+1-—1

dim /%' < ZO (Pi(9) + pi(s) — p(s)). (25)

Onur nrohlem is ta nrave the annncite aanalitv
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Let us decompose the polynomial
px) =+ D +x+ D+ x+x+1) -0+ +x0+ 1)
into homogeneous terms:

P() =po(x) +pi(x) + -+ i1 ().

Lemma 6. Ifk=>1-2,
Sym(p,_,Ci[x]) =Sym C,,,_[x].

For the proof, see Lemma 2 in [6].

Since the dimension of the space of all homogeneous symmetric polynomials
of degree (k + /) of / variables is equal to p,(k + ), then, using the self-evident
representation

Ik+ Y - Ik’l + Jk+ 1,/

from Lemma 6, the following inequality may be obtained:

dim I** " > dim I*' + p(k + 1), k=1-3. (26)
Considering I*? separately, we find that
k+1
dim /% =dim I** = ), p,(s).
s=1

Using Equation (26) and the fact that dim /*/ is symmetric with respect to the
indices k and /, we obtain the inequality

k+1—-1

dim %' 2 ZO (P(5) + pi(s) — p(s)-
Comparing this with (25) leads us to the following conclusion:

Theorem 7. The dimension of the space u*' of homogeneous components of the
algebra A(x, y)/I, where I =1I(&,n) and & and n are vector fields of general
position, may be calculated from the formula

k+1—-1

dim U*' = Z:O (pi(5) + pi(s) — p(s)).
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