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Agilent Technologies supports women 
researchers at IHES with a €100k gift  

to the new Friends of IHES endowment fund 
 

 
 
The Agilent Technologies Foundation has made a €100,000 gift to Friends of IHES supporting 
women scientists who come to IHES as part of its general visiting program. The gift contributes to 
the Friends of IHES endowment fund and its proceeds will fund the visits of women researchers. 
The gift will thus promote gender diversity among visiting researchers at IHES. 
 
Every year IHES welcomes about 200 researchers as part of its general visiting program, which is 
central to the Institute’s scientific activity. These extraordinary researchers are selected by the 
Scientific Council and come to the Institute from across the world in order to benefit from its calm 
and quiet environment and from the possibility to interact with some of the best researchers in 
their field.  
 
Only about ten percent of applications to the Institute’s visiting program come from women and 
in order to bridge this gender gap, IHES has been implementing a series of initiatives that aim to 
promote diversity and inclusion at IHES.  
 
Agilent Technologies and its Foundation are committed to promoting diversity and inclusion, 
particularly across the science and technology sectors. Their €100,000 gift to the Friends of IHES 
endowment fund, whose proceeds will finance the visits of women scientists at IHES, intends to 
help the Institute increase the proportion of applications to its general visiting program made by 
women researchers. IHES expect that this will result in an increased proportion of women 
researchers visiting the Institute. 
 
“Agilent is proud to support IHES, an organization that is not only successful in nurturing the 
advancement of knowledge, but also a force for supporting female mathematicians and theoretical 
physicists,” said Darlene Solomon, Agilent’s chief technology officer. “These disciplines are 
foundational to our multidisciplinary research advancements in the life sciences, diagnostics and 
applied chemical markets.”   
 
The gift will be matched by the Simons Foundation International as part of their $10M matching 
pledge that is helping launch the endowment fund. Marilyn and James Simons, co-Chairs of Friends 
of IHES, said: “We are delighted to see that corporate sponsors in the USA are committed to 
diversity and inclusion and willing to promote diversity initiatives also in basic sciences.”  
 
Emmanuel Ullmo, director of IHES, commented: “Women are an incredible resource to the 
advancement of science and it is essential that they are more represented across all STEM 
disciplines, including at IHES. It is wonderful that the Institute can count on sponsors such as Agilent 
Technologies. With their support we can move a step closer to making science more inclusive.” 
 
On March 30th, 2023, IHES representatives, taking advantage of their stay in California, visited the 
headquarters of Agilent Technologies in Santa Clara. Emmanuel Ullmo, director of IHES, Claire Lenz, 
director of development and communications as well as Kristina Lutsik, deputy director of 
development and communications, along with Jim and Marilyn Simons, Co-Chairs of the Board of 
Friends of IHES, met with Darlene Solomon, Chief Technology Officer and Member of the Board of 



Directors of the Agilent Foundation, Tom Beermann, VP Global Communications and Executive 
Director of the Agilent Foundation and Sally Frank, Manager of the Philanthropic Programs. IHES 
and Friends of IHES representatives visited two Agilent’s Centers of Excellence and got a chance to 
meet several women scientists employed by different divisions of Agilent. The guided tour was 
followed by a friendly luncheon.  
 

 
 
Institut des Hautes Études Scientifiques (IHES) 
A founding member of Université Paris-Saclay, and a foundation in the public interest, IHES is a private research center 
in mathematics, theoretical physics and all related disciplines. A private foundation recognized in the public interest, 
the Institute has a restricted number of permanent professors, mathematicians and theoretical physicists. Each year, it 
welcomes about 200 visitors from all over the world for research visits. Freedom of research, independence and 
interdisciplinarity are the values of the IHES, which is also committed to promoting the diversity of talent in fundamental 
research. 
  
Université Paris-Saclay 
Université Paris-Saclay brings together ten constituent faculties and institutes, four Grandes Écoles, the Institut des 
Hautes Etudes Scientifiques, two associate institutions and shared laboratories with national research organisations. 
With 48,000 students, 8,100 lecturers and 8,500 administrative and technical staff members, Université Paris-Saclay 
offers a comprehensive and varied range of undergraduate to doctorate level programmes and engineering degrees, 
renowned for their quality thanks to the reputation and commitment of the University’s academic staff. 
Located in the south of Paris on vast sites that stretch across Paris, Orsay, Évry and Versailles, Université Paris-Saclay 
benefits from a strategic geographical and socio-economic position that is strengthened by its international visibility. A 
leading University, Université Paris-Saclay is recognised for its excellent Mathematics and Physics programmes but also 
for Biological and Medical Sciences, Agriculture, Engineering, and its extensive Humanities and Social Sciences courses. 
Close to Paris, Université Paris-Saclay is nested in a protected natural area, at the very heart of a dynamic economic 
hub. 

 
 
 

https://www.ihes.fr/en/
https://www.universite-paris-saclay.fr/
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